Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 JERUSA 01349 221532Z 

53 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

032702 

O 221515Z AUG 75 

FM AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7298 

CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 1349 

EXDIS 

FOR SCHWEBEL FROM LEIGH 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IS 

SUBJECT: STRAITS BAB EL MANDEB 

1. AT NEGOTIATING SESSION, THIS MORNING AT MINISTRY FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS ROSENNE PROPOSED SUBSTITUTE FOR PARAGRAPH 17 OF 
DRAFT (AS DISCUSSED AUGUST 19, 1975) MEMORANDUM OF UNDER- 
STANDING WITH ISRAEL AS PREVIOUSLY AGREED. 

2. PROPOSED SUBSTITUTE READS AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE: WITHOUT 
DEROGATING FROM THE PRINCIPLE OF FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION 
ON THE HIGH SEAS AND THROUGH INTERNATIONAL WATERWAYS, 
THE USG REGARDS, INTERA ALIA, THE STRAITS OF BAB EL MANDEB 
LEADING INTO THE RED SEA AS AN INTERNATIONAL WATERWAY. 

IT WILL STRONGLY SUPPORT ISRAEL S RIGHT TO FREE AND UN- 
IMPEDED PASSAGE THROUGH THOSE STRAITS. THE USG ALSO 
RECOGNIZES ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF FLIGHTS OVER 

THE RED SEA AND ITS APPROACHES AND WILL SUPPORT STRONGLY 
THE EXERCISE OF THAT RIGHT. IN THE EVENT OF ANY INTER- 
FERENCE WITH THE PASSAGE OF ISRAELI SHIPS OR CARGOES 
THROUGH THE STRAITS OR WITH ISRAELI FLIGHTS OVER THE 
RED SEA AND ITS APPROACHES, THE US WILL CONSULT WITH 
ISRAEL ON HOW BEST TO ASSURE THE MAINTENANCE AND EXERCISE 
OF SUCH RIGHTS. UNQUOTE. 

3. STATED REASON FOR CHANGE IS TO MOLLIFY APPREHENSIONS 
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BE CLOSED TO ISRAELI SHIPS AND CARGOES. APPARENTLY WORDS 
IN SECOND SENTENCE OF SIBSTITUTE QUOTE THROUGH THOSE 
STRAITS UNQUOTE INTENDED TO REFER BACK TO QUOTE INTER ALIA 
UNQUOTE AND THUS ENCOMPASS OTHER STRAITS BESIDES BA EL MANDEB. 

4. WE INCLINED TO REJECT SUBSTITUTE ON FORM ALONE AS 
OVERLEGALISTIC, AWKWRAD AND AMBIGUOUS. MORE IMPORTANT, WE 
NOTE THAT STRAITS OF TIRAN ALSO LEAD TO RED SEA. WOULD 
APPRECIATE COMMETS IN LIGHT LOS NEGOTIATIONS. 

NEWLIN 
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